THE MODERN AND MB ANCIENT UNIVERSITIES           423
its work on a firm basis was to hand over its functions to the
College of Science.
Meanwhile, the three professors of the college, although
appointed to teach science, soon discovered that it would be
advantageous to include arts studies in the curriculum. The students
were also asking for this kind of teaching, but the authorities were
so hampered by lack of funds that they were unable to grant
the request. When, however, in 1877 the Extension Committee
proposed to hand over its work to the college and to guarantee
sufficient funds to carry it on, the offer was gladly accepted. In
consequence, the college changed its name and was known from
1878 as the Yorkshire College. A working arrangement was also
made with the medical school to allow its students to attend classes
in scientific subjects at the college.
Such was the situation on the eastern side of the Pennines when
Owens College presented its memorial for the grant of a charter.
The request met with formidable opposition from Yorkshire. The
authorities of the Yorkshire College also presented a memorial to
the Lord President of the Council, asking that the Queen should
be advised not to grant a charter to Owens College, Manchester,
but to create a new foundation in which Owens College and other
institutions might be incorporated, and that such a university should
not bear the name of any town or person which would localise it.
Negotiations between the two colleges began, and it was agreed that,
if Manchester abandoned the idea of a local name for the new uni-
versity, Owens College should be named as the first college consti-
tuting the university and the president and principal of that college
should be its first chancellor and vice-chancellor respectively. The
Government favoured this proposal, but the Yorkshire College
raised a further point. It protested against the power of the univer-
sity to grant degrees in the faculty of medicine. The Government
agreed, much to the disappointment of Manchester, which pos-
sessed a strong medical school, and the Victoria University received
its charter in 1880 and Owens College was immediately incorporated
in it.
University College, Liverpool, was founded in 1881 with the
intention of its becoming a college of the Victoria University. In
1884 it was amalgamated with the Liverpool School of Medicine,
and its inclusion in the Victoria University took place in the same
year. In the meantime, the Leeds School of Medicine realised that
unless it received university status it would compare unfavourably